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Recent Legislative Highlights from MN Senators 

 

Sen. Amy Klobuchar  

● Health: 

○ 1/24 Introduced Short on Competition Act which would allow closer monitoring of the 

pharmaceutical industry in order to keep drug prices down for consumers- mitigating 

dramatic increases in prices for drugs. 

● Communications: 

○ 1/24 Sen. Klobuchar’s measures to improve cell communications will go to full Senate 

vote. These measures would require phone manufacturers to create systems that allow 

carriers to reach 9-1-1 regardless of their whereabouts, make Fed. Communications 

Commission establish basic quality standards for cell providers to ensure that calls aren’t 

dropped, and crack down on scam artist that falsify caller ID information. 

● Economics: 

○ 1/13 Introduced legislation, Promoting Women in Entrepreneurship Act, to recruit and 

support women in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) fields. 

This is because although women make up roughly half of the labor force, they only 

account for less than a quarter of the workforce in STEM disciplines. 

 

Sen. Al Franken 

● Health: As Republicans begin the ACA repeal process—Dems have the chance to make 

amendments to build on the law and protect it from being stripped down to nothing. 

○ 1/25 Introduced CHOICE ACT which would create a public option for healthcare, subject 

to all the same requirements that apply to other plans offered on ACA exchanges. This  

would stabilize prices in the private insurance market by increasing competition, cut 

premiums, and still offer the same premium tax credits and cost-sharing reductions 

available to individual marketplace consumers 

○ 1/10 Announced plans to make the following amendments: 

■ Accelerating Generic Drug Competition.  

■ Getting rid of unfair tax breaks to drug companies 

■ Protecting the Rural Health Workforce 

■ Medical Loss Ratio. This amendment limits insurance company profits and 

requires insurance companies to use premium dollars to pay for actual health 

care costs. 

● Big Media Money: Thinks big mergers/consolidation in the media market concentrates too much 

power in the hands of too few people, which negatively impacts prices for consumers 

○ 1/25 Time Warner and AT&T have figured out a loop-hole for a mega merger. Sen 

Franken is leading groups of Sen. Dems by asking for a public interest statement from 

AT&T and Time Warner to prove that their proposed merger results in better, more 

affordable phone, TV & internet services for consumers. He previously successfully 

blocked a deal between Comcast and Time Warner Cable in 2015. 

● Education: 

○ 1/18 Categorically rejected Betsy DeVos’ nomination for Education Secretary, based on 

her lack of qualifications and woefully inadequate performance during her hearing in the 

Senate Education Committee. Betsy DeVos is a billionaire business woman, 

philanthropist, and education activist who is known for supporting school choice and 

voucher programs. Has famously put $ in the pockets of senate Republicans for years. 
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Bills: 

● PROTESTERS - “Public Safety” law illegalizing protesting / HF 322 

○ From Minnesota Republicans 

○ "Civilly liable for public safety response costs" means that the person is 

liable to a state agency or political subdivision for costs incurred for the 

purpose of responding to the unlawful assembly or public nuisance. A fine 

paid by a defendant from the same violation may not be applied toward 

payment of the civil liability imposed under this section. 

 

● IMMIGRATION - Bar Removal of Indiv. who Dream & Grow our Economy 

(BRIDGE) Act / S.3542 

○ Under current law many so-called DREAMers are technically subject to 

deportation, often to home countries and cultures they may have never 

known. 

○ DREAMers are valuable contributors in America’s economy, outstanding 

students at American universities, and hard-working individuals who are 

effectively American in all but legal status. 

○ The Bridge Act continues the vetting process under DACA to ensure that 

those granted temporary protection against deportation and work 

authorization have not committed crimes, and meet certain educational 

requirements. 

 

● PULLING OUT OF THE UN - American Sovereignty Restoration Act / HR. 193 

○ The bill proposes barring the US from committing funds or troops to UN 

peacekeeping operations worldwide and stipulates that the UN must 

vacate property owned by the US government.  

○ It would repeal the 1973 Environment Program Participation Act, strip 

UN employees of diplomatic immunity in the US, and repeal the US's 

membership and participation in the World Health Organization. 

 

● A BLOW TO REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS - No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion & 

Abortion Insurance  / HR. 7 

○ Permanently bans women in US and for foreign aid groups from receiving 

any federal financial assistance for abortions, whether they are insured 

through public programs like Medicaid or if they purchase private health 

insurance. 

○ HR 7 doesn’t ban abortion coverage directly. Instead, it gives insurers 

almost no other choice but to stop offering plans on the ACA exchanges 

that cover abortion 
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Proposed Funding Cuts:  

 

● Environment and Natural Resources Division of the Justice Department  

○ Budget: $123 million  

○ Cost per American: $0.38  

○ The ENRD brings cases against those who break pollution-related laws. In 

one recent case, the division levied a $160,000 penalty against Iowa's 

Meadowvale Dairy for violating the Clean Water Act. 

● UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change U.S.  

○ Funding: Estimated $10 million  

○ Cost per American: $0.03  

○ The IPCC issues reports from the world's leading climate scientists on the 

state of global warming, and its impact on human populations. According 

to NASA, 2016 was the hottest year on record. 

● Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy  

○ Budget: $2.9 billion  

○ Cost per American: $8.95  

○ The EERE works "to create and sustain American leadership in the 

transition to a global clean energy economy." THINK - wind power energy 

research… 

● Office of Fossil Energy  

○ Budget: $878 million  

○ Cost per American: $2.71 

○ With projects like the development of clean coal technology, this office 

works to reduce the carbon footprint of fossil fuels.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.salon.com/2017/01/19/donald-trump-will-adopt-heritage-foundations-skinny-budget-arts-violence-against-women-funding-to-be-cut/
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POSTCARD TEMPLATE: 

 

Dear xx, 

 

1. Identify the issue. If it’s a particular bill, verify the full name and bill number (i.e. H.R. 123): 

a. “I’m writing you today as a constituent from (city/zipcode), and I am strongly in 

support/opposition of __.” 

2. Try to include anecdotal information: 

a. “This issue is important to me personally/I care about this issue because _.” 

3. Support your argument concisely: 

a. “This bill would disproportionately affect poor/low-income women in the US and abroad / 

this department has seen success in X and is an important part of the federal 

government” 

 

Thank you for taking the time to hear my thoughts. 

 

Regards, 

xx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POSTCARD TEMPLATE: 

 

Dear xx, 

 

4. Identify the issue. If it’s a particular bill, verify the full name and bill number (i.e. H.R. 123): 

a. “I’m writing you today as a constituent from (city/zipcode), and I am strongly in 

support/opposition of __.” 

5. Try to include anecdotal information: 

a. “This issue is important to me personally/I care about this issue because _.” 

6. Support your argument concisely: 

a. “This bill would disproportionately affect poor/low-income women in the US and abroad / 

this department has seen success in X and is an important part of the federal 

government” 

 

Thank you for taking the time to hear my thoughts. 

 

Regards, 

Xx 

 

 

 


